DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION. 


This  Convention  assembled  at  Harrisburg,  in  the  Court  Hotfs'e» 
January  4th,  1828,  and  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  the 
following  officers  : — 

THOMAS  BURNSIDE,  of  Centre  county,  President. 

Samuel  Wetherill,  of  Philadelphia,  and  AncftiBALlD  Bard,  of. 
Franklin  county.  Vice  Presidents,  and 

Charles  H.  Israel,  ot  Allegheny  county,  and  David  Shulze,  of 
York  county,  Secretaries. 

The  names  of  the  several  counties  being  called  over,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  every  county  in  the  State-,  but  Lehigh  and  Greene,  had 
elected  Delegates,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  Delegates  answered  to 
their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dewees,  of  Montgomery  county,  the  President 
and  Vice  Presidents  were  constituted  a Committee  to  communicate 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  assurances  of  t lie  high 
respect  of  this  Convention,  and  their  desire  that  lie  would  permit 
hit,  name  to  be  used  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice  President, 
or  as  an  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Binns,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  each  congressional  district, 
shall  report  as  many  names  to  be  placed  on  the  Electoral  Ticket, 
as  they  are  entitled  to  members  of  Congress, — that  a committee  of 
nine  be  appointed  to  select  two  persons  to  be  placed  on  the 
Electoral  Ticket  to  represent  the  Senators — provided,  that  no  name 
shall  be  put  on  the  ticket,  without  being  first  approved  bva  major- 
ity of  this  convention.  The  following  persons  were  appointed  the 
committee,  Messrs.  Binns  of  Philadelphia,  Watmough  of  Montgom 
ery,  Murray,  of  Columb’-a,  Matthiot,  of  Lancaster,  M’Dowefl,  of 
Mifflin,  Sullivan,  of  Butler,  Chambers,  of  Franklin,  Heaton,  of 
Fayette,  and  Schall,  of  Berks. 

On  motion  of  George  A.  Snyder,  of  Union  county,  a resolution 
was  adopted  that  the  Delegates  from  the  several  counties  be  re- 
quired to  report  Committees  of  Correspondence  for  their  several 
districts. 

On  motion  of  John  Binns,  of  Philadelphia,  a committee  of  nine 
were  appointed  to  draft  and  report  to  the  Convention  Resolutions 
and  an  Address  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed were  John  Binns,  of  Philadelphia,  Eli  Kitchen,  of  Bucks, 
Joshua  Dickerson,  of  Washingion,  \Ym.  Harris,  of  Chester,  Wm, 
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McCandles,  of  Allegheny,  George  M.  Hollenback,  of  Luzerne* 
Win.  Mcllvaine,  of  York,  George  Hoffman  of  Lancaster  and  Al- 
exander Dysart  of  Huntingdon. 

The  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  7 o'clock  in  the  Evening; 

Same  Day,  7 o'clock,  P.  M. — Convention  met. 

The  President  of  the  Convention,  as  Chairman  of  the  committee 
for  t ha t purpose  appointed  reported  that  they  had  in  performance 
of  the  duty  imposed  on  them  addressed  to  the  Governor  the  follow- 
ing letter. 


Harrisburg,  January  4,  1828. 
To  his  Excellency , J.  Andrew  Shulze, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

SIR, 


The  subscribers,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  by  the  Democratic 
Convention  opposed  to  the  election  of  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  represent,  that 
that  Convention  have  the  most  entire  confidence  in  your  princi- 
ples, and  heartily  approve  of  your  administration.  Conscious  of 
your  deserved  popularity,  and  desirous,  as  well  as  an  expression  of 
their  own  opinion  as  to  benefit  the  cause  they  advocate  and  the 
country  they  love,  ask  permission  to  use  yonr  name  on  their 
ticket, 

The  general  expression  of  confidence  in  you  which  has  gone 
forth  from  the  friends  of  the  Administration  of  the  general  Gov- 
ernment, in  this  state,  and  in  other  states,  convince  the  Conven- 
tion of  which  we  are  members,  that  no  name  would  be  so  accepta- 
ble as  yours,  as  a candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  May  we 
hope  that  you  will  permit  us  the  use  of  a name  which  is  identified 
with  the  cause  of  Internal  Improvement  and  American  Manufac- 
tures. 

If  circumstances,  to  which  we  are  strangers,  shall  determine  you 
to  withhold  your  name,  as  a candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  we 
hope  that  you  will  see  no  objection  to  permit  us  to  put  it  at  the 
head  of  our  Electoral  Ticket. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  entire  respect,  your  obedient 
servants. 


THOMAS  BURNSIDE, 
SAMUEL  WETHERILL, 
ARCHIBALD  BARD. 


Committee. 


To  which  the  Governor  was  pleased,  soon  after,  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing answer. 

Harrisburg,  January  4,  1828. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  and  reply  without  hesitancy  or  reservation.  I had  long 
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since  determined  upon  the  course  of  conduct,  which,  I consider, 
it  is  my  duty  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  pending  Presidential 
election.  A ware,  as  I am,  of  the  honors,  conferred  bv  the  request 
that  I would  permit  the  use  of  my  name  for  the  office  of  Vice 
President,  or  as  an  Elector,  I cannot  be  insensible  to  the  fact,  that 
it  is  the  station  to  which  I have  had  the  honor  to  be  elevated,  and 
the  hold  which  I am  supposed  to  have  on  the  good  opinion  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  that  I am  indebted  for  this  distinction.  Flattered, 
as  I am  by  it,  I cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  obligations  it  imposes. 
As  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  I feel  it  my  duty,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
my  power,  to  soothe  and  allay,  rather  than  aggravate,  the  asperities 
which  necessarily  will  appertain  to  the  approaching  Presidential 
Canvass.  This  consideration  greatly  influences  my  judgment, 
when  I make  known  my  determination  to  decline  allowing  the  use 
of  my  name  as  a candidate  for  public  suffrage  at  the  election  in 
November  next. 

To  the  Convention,  of  which  you  are  a Committee,  I tender  the 
homage  of  my  high  consideration,  and  request  your  personal  accep- 
tance of  my  good  wishes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow-ci- 
tizen. 

J.  ANDW.  SHULZE. 

To  the  Hon.  THOMAS  BURNSIDE, 

President. 

Samuel  Wetherill,  and 
Archibald  Bard,  Esquires, 

l ice  Presidents . 

Mr.  Gormley  of  Allegheny  county,  moved  that  the  letter  of  the 
Committee  and  of  the  Governor  be  inserted  on  the  minutes  and  pub- 
lished as  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  Binns  of  Phila.  reported  that  he  was  instructed,  by  the  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose  appointed  to  state  it  was  their  unanimous 
opinion  that  the  names  of  Gabriel  Iiiester  of  Dauphin  county  and 
John  Reed  of  Washington  county,  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Electoral  Ticket.  This  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Binns  reported  the  following  Resolutions  and  Address  which 
Were  adopted  without  a dissenting  voice. 

Resolved , As  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  the  proceed* 
jngs  of  the  present  Administration  of  the  general  Government 
have  been  characterized  by  an  earnest  devotion  to  the  republican 
principles  and  usages  of  their  predecessors  $ by  a steady  and  wake- 
ful attention  to  the  domestic  interests  and  industry  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  %,  and  by  a proper  regard  to  the  national  lights  and  dig- 
nity in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  governments. 

Resolved,  That  the  firmness  and  sagacity  of  the  present  na- 
tional Administration,  in  refusing  to  submit  to  the  unjust  and  vexa- 
tious orders  in  council  of  the  British  government  in  relation  to  the 
trade  of  the  West  India  islands,  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  and 
gratitude  of  the  American  people. 


Resolved , That  by  encouraging  Domestic  Manufactures  and 
prosecuting  the  great  plans  of  Internal  Improvement,  the  sourced 
of  public  and  private  prosperity  will  be  enlarged,  and  the  union  of 
the  states  will  be  more  effectually  cemented. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of 
our  beloved  country,  when  all  classes  and  sections  are  under  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  flourishing  and  contented,  beyond 
example,  it  se  ms  o us  that  to  depart,  from  the  well  established 
custom  of  re  lectmg  a President  for  the  second  term  of  four 
years,  even  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a statesman  of  equal 
abilities  and  character*  would  not  comport  with  the  principles  of  a 
prudent  and  reflecting  people. 

Resolved , That  when  we  contemplate  the  character  and  abilities 
of  General  Jacksor.  : — his  acknowledged  incapacity  for  civil  offices: 
— his  military  temper  and  love  of  arbitrary  dominion  : — bis  igno- 
rance of  the  constitution  and  principles  of  our  government  : — his 
repeated  violations  of  the  laws  by  which  the  personal  safety  of  the 
citizen  is  guaranteed — and  his  indifference,  if  not  hostility,  to  the 
great  'American  System,  upon  which  our  prosperity  depends,  we 
find  additional,  and  most  powerful,  motives  to  oppose  any  change 
in  the  executive  at  the  next  Presidential  election. 

Resolved , That  with  the  late  lamented  Jefferson,  we  deprecate 
the  nomination  to  the  office  of  President,  of  an  individual,  merely 
on  the  ground  of  his  military  exploits,  as  an  event  of  more  alarming 
import  than  any  thing  which  has  occurred  since  the  Revolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  pure  and  honest  life,  the  plain  republican 
simplicity,  the  various  learning,  and  long  public  experience  of 
John  Quincy  Adams,  both  qualify  and  entitle  him  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  confidence  of  a people,  whose  interests  he  has  every 
where  promoted  with  ability  and  zeal. 

Resolved , That  we  have  witnessed  with  high  satisfaction  and 
pride,  the  wise  and  patriotic  course  of  the  present  Administration 
of  this  Commonwealth  in  respect  to  the  great  interests  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  which  they  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  undi- 
vided support  of  the  people. 

Resolved.  That  the  citizens  of  the  different  counties  friendly  to 
the  present  Administration  of  the  general  Goverdment,  be  re- 
quested to  hold  at  an  early  period,  the  usual  township  county  and 
district  meetings,  and  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  the  na- 
tional and  state  offices  for  support  at  the  ensuing  general  election: 


